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- B 0AHOW BETXOM AEPEBYLLKE, OKPY>XEHHOW MONMSIMU KO-
| ,7 TIOCUCTOM 30/10TOM MLLEHWLbI, B JOME CTaporo MesibHuKa CTe-
NaHblva XUN-NOXXUBasN, rops He 3Han XOMSAYOK MO MMEHU
Kpowa. CrenaHbiv ntobun cBoero 3EpHbILLKUHA, U NMO3TOMY
3MMOU U neToM y Kpolum 66110 BCE, YTO HM noxenana 6bl
€ro MoxHatas AyLwia. bbiBanu AHU, KOoraa XoMsauky 6bino He-
4eM 3aHATbCA. OH cnuaen v TOMbKO paau MHTepeca cyuTan,
CKOJIbKO 3€peH MOryT BMECTUTb ero 6e3pa3mMepHble LWEKH,
KOTOpbIE BCEraa Nexanu Ha NyLuCcTOM XUBOTUKE, MOCTO-
SIHHO HaMoSIHEHHOM BCE TOW XK€ MLLEeHULEHN.

... 155, 156, 157... Tak 130 AHS B IeHb OH YBENNYUBas
cBOM cYéT. Koraa Takas MaTeMaTuka emy Hagoezana, OH Bbl-
KaTbIBancsa Ha ynuuy, 4Tobbl OCBEXWUTb anneTuT, U BO3Bpa-
Wanca B CBOE obutanuuie yxe cnerka nporonofasBLUMMCS.
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OaHaxabl, koraa Kpowa nporynveancs o4yepeaHou
pa3 BAO/b NOMS, OH YC/bILLAN NUCK. ITO bbis XKanobHbIV NUCK.
3EPHbILKUH HAKOrAa He Cnbilan Takux 3ByKOB 1 XoTes bbi1o
BbITAHYTb e, 4Tobbl U3 NOONLITCTBA NOCMOTPETL, YTO
TaM NPOUCXOAUT, HO YBECUCTbIE LWEKN C 3€pHOM NoMeLlanu
eMy 3710 caenatb. OH MaxHyn nankou U mMon4ya nobpén no
HaMeYeHHOMY MyTU. TeM BpeMeHeM TPOMNWHKA, Mo KOTOPOW
OH LWEN, 3aBEpPHyna BNpaBo W NpuBesna ero K MaseHbKoOMY
XY/IOLLEMY MbILLOHKY, KOTOPbIN NeXan 1 Nonuckuean ot ro-
nopga. MNMo4yeMy-To 3710 6biN1 0YEHb IPA3HBIA MbILLOHOK, 1 Kpo-
LA He pewmncs NpubnnsnTLCS K HeMy, YTOBbI HE UcnadkaTb-
ca. [1a n cnpocuTb, YTO CIYYUI0Cb, OH HE CMOr, MOTOMY YTO
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Bosincs, UTo Kak TOMIbKO OTKPOET CBOW POT, TO BCE ero Yem-
MUOHCKME 158 3EpHbILLEK, KOTOPble OH HEAABHO YCepaHO
BTUCHYN B CeOs, paccbinioTcs BO BCE CTOPOHBI.

Koraa Kpolua BepHyscst Ha CBO NEXaHKy, TO NoYyys-
CTBOBas, YTO KyllaTb, KaK B npeabigywne AHK nocne npo-
rYNKW, OH He XO4eT. He 3axoTenoch eMy-ecTb U Ha cneay-
OLWMN AeHb, 1 Yepe3 aeHb. OH npoboBan urpaTth C caMmum
coboi, HO urpa He NpUHOCKIA EMy HU Kanenbku PafjocTy.

OH nexxan u gymarn, no4yemMy emy Tak neyanbHo? OTeeT |
Ha CBOW BOMPOC OH Tak bl U HE CyMen HauTW, ecn 6bl He 7




HanpoTuB XWNuila MenbHUKa, Yepes nopory,mﬂnu
TPU CTapeHbKUX AOMUKA. B OQHOM M3 HUX XXWuna CTapyLlka
Hactacbs. OHa 6bina 60nbHa U HE Morna TPYAUTbCS AaXKe B
CBOEM 0Oropoje.

OpHaxkabl HacTtacbs NnpuxoauT K MeNbHUKY U rOBOPUT:

— CrenaHbiy, 3apaBcTByn! MoxeT, y 1ebs ectb He-
MHOro nweHn4ykn ans mens? byab aobp! Haceinb B 3Ty 6a-
HOUKY, HE OTKaXX¥ OAUHOKOM. » |
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HacTtacbst AocTana 6epexHo 3aBEpHYTYIO CTEeKNSLLIKY
N NPOTAHYNA eé MenbHUKY. CTenaHbly HeI0BOJIbHO MOCMOT-
pen u 6ypkHyn:

— Hacracbs! Tbl 4TO? Pa3se Tbl HE 3HaEllb, YTO YpO-
Xau B 3TOM roay 6yaeT HaMHOro MeHbLue, YeM B MPOLLIOM?
MHe 6bl caMOMy AOTAHYTbL A0 C/ieayowero ce3oHa.
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Hacracks nobneaHena. nasa eé HanonMHWUIUCL Cne-
3aMu. Cnerka BCXJIUMHYB, OHA MOK/IOHMNACh MENIbHUKY U,
ckaszaB: «[1pocTtu», yaanunacb B CBOK U30YLLKY.

OT Takoro KpoTKOro csioBa «npoctu» CrenaHbly Aaxe
Kak-TO 3aéxuncs. Obbl4HO, KOraa OH KOMy-HUOyAb OTKasbl-
Ban B NoAobHbIX npockbax (@ 370 cny4vanoch YacTeHbKo), OH
CMOKOWHO NPOAO/HKa 3aHUMATLCA CBOMMU [ie/laMU1, a 3aTEM,
NOAKPENUBLLUCE HA HOYb MIOTHBIM YXXMHOM, NTOXXWUIICA CnaTb.

B 3TOT e Beyep MenbHUK notepssi CoH. OH BopoYyan-
c ¢ 6oky Ha 60K M He MOr MOHSATb, YTO C HUM MPOUCXOAWT.
Bcto Houb CTenaHbiy NpoBanssica B NOCTENN, HO 3aCHYTb TaK
1 He cMor. PaHO YTPOM, YC/bILLAB CKPUM COCEACKON KANUTKM,
OH ObICTPO NOAHSNCS C KPOBATW, BbIrSIHYN1 B OKHO U YBUAEN
yXOAsLLY0 HacTackto BCE C TOM e NMyCTOW CTEK/SLLIKON. Bblno
BMAHO, YTO CTapyLlKe AEUCTBUTENbHO HEeYero KyLlarb.

Hukoraa y MesnbHUKa He Obi10 Ha Aylwe Tak TAXENOo,
Kak cerogHs. Kak 6yaTto KaMeHb MOSIOXKUIN eMy Ha rpyab.
MbiC/IM O BYepaluHen npocbbe Hacracbu BCE valle Npuxo-
AWK K HEMY Ha YM. W yeM aanblue OT CBOEro Aoma yxoauna
CTapyllKa, TeM Tshkenee craHoBuocb CTenaHbivy.




3a3BOHWIN B KOJIOKO/IA... 3TOT 3BOH Bbi1 04EHb XOpOo-
LLIO 3HAKOM MENIbHUKY, NMOTOMY YTO [IOM €ro HaxoawuIcsa He-
Aaneko oT xpama. CrenaHbly BCMOMHUN, KaK eLWé B AeTCTBe
6abyLuka Boauna ero Tyaa. B namMsaTn octanuck ToNbKO Cnaj-
KWW 3arnax BOCKOBbIX CBEYEWN U YNbIOKM TETYLLEK B MIaTOY-
Kax. 3T BOCNOMWUHAHUA AN Hero Bceraa 6binv pagoCcTHbI-
MU. HO cenyac emy 6b110 COBCEM He paaocTHO. Jiuuo Cre-
NaHblYa 3aCTbIN10, U BbIIO BUAHO, YTO OH O YEM-TO CEPbE3HO
flymMaeT. Bpems Ans Hero oCTaHoBMMIOCh.

3710 Buaen n Kpowa 3EpHbILLKUH, KOTOPbIA, nepemMm-
HasACb C Nanku Ha nanky, To U Aeno nornsabiBan Ha Menb-
HUKQ, MbITAACb MOHATb, YTO MPOUCXOAUT C €ro XO35IUHOM.
[ Na3kn XoMsa4yKa pacTtepsHHO 6eranu. HOCKK, Kak MSAYUUK,
CKakan no ycaton mopaouke. epBbii pa3 B CBOEN XXU3HU
XOMSAYOK 6bin B HegoyMeHun. OH nbiTancst BCOMHUTL BCE,
YTO NPOU3OLL/IO C METIbHUKOM 3a 3TU [IBa [iHA, HO, KOHEYHO

XXE, MOHATb HUYEro HEe MOr. .



Huyero He noHuMan u CrenaHbly, U TONbKO JULLb
CMOTpes1 B OKHO, KaK B MyCTYyH) BUTPUHY MarasuHa, U Ha-
bnoaan, Kak MUMO ero KanuTku nNpoxoaunu nioaw.

He ycnen 3EpHbIWKKUH CNe3Tb CO CBOEW NIEXXaHKN, KaK
CrenaHbly Kyaa-to ucyes. Kpowla oT yauMBNeHUS 3alleBe-
NINN yCaMU U Hayan UCKaTb CBOEro Xo3sinHa, HO BCe ero no-
NCKU OKa3anucb be3ycnelwHbiMiu. MenbHUK yWwen Tyaa, rae
3BOHW/IN B KOJTOKONA, rAe Koraa-To B AeTcTee eMy Obio Tak
PaZlOCTHO, — OH YLUEN B XpaM.

CTOATb B XpaMe 1 CyLlaTh 0 YEM-TO HEMOHATHOM A4
CrenaHblvya, CnycTs CTOMbKO NneT, 6b1o yxe Tsxeno. OH,
MY>XUK HEAIOXXMHHOW CUMbl, MOYYBCTBOBAS1, YTO B CaMblX Ha-
NPSHKEHHBIN IeHb Ha MenbHULE bbino nerye pabortaTb, YeM
NPOCTO HaxoAuUTbCA B XpaMme. MesfibHUK CTan BHUMAaTeslbHO
PacCMaTpuBaTb JIIOAEN U HE YBUAEN B HUX TOrO, YTO BUAEN,
kKoraa 6bu1 ManeHbkuM. Notepsin CrenaHbiy CBOK A0OpOTY,
NO3TOMY U He Buaen eé B Apyrux. A noToMy U paaocTHO emy
y)Xe He bbino. MenbHUK noXan rnjievyamu U, He NoHuMas,
YTO XK€ C HUM CITY4YUNOCh, PEeLLn YUTW.

[lepen BbIXOAOM OH OrnsiHyncs, 4tobbl ewe pas no-
CMOTPETb Ha NMOAEN, Kak BAPYr yBuaen Hacracblo.

- MenbHuk nobnegHen. OH ucnyrasncs, YTO CTapyLllka
ero 3aMeTuT, 1 3axoTes1 bbICTPEeHbKO Kyaa-HUbyab CnpATaTh-
CS, WU UCYE3HYTb, WIN [a)Ke NPOoBaSIUTbCA CKBO3b 3EMJIIO.
Ecnu 66l HacTtacbs Ha Hero B3rnsHysa, To B XXU3HuU Crena-
Hbl4a ClTy4Mnocb Bbl YTO-TO HEOXXMAAHHOE, O YEM paHbLUe
OH AaXXe U He 3alyMbIBasnca U K Yyemy He Obin roTos.



BepHyBLUMCbL AOMOW, MENBbHUK MOHSAN, YTO EMY CTbia-
HO. PaHblLie OH HMKOraa He obpallan Ha CBOM CTbi CTOMBKO
BHMMaHWSA, CKO/IbKO cerofHs. KonoKonbHbIM 3BOH pa3byaun
B CTenaHbl4ye BHYTPEHHUIN ronoc, KOTOPbIN BCE CUMbHEE ro-
BOpW/1 EMY, YTO OH CAenan 4YTto-TO He TaK. IT0 6bin ronoc
coBecTun, boxkun ronoc B ero ayLue.

MenbHUK BbilLen BO ABOP M CeNn Ha ckaMmenky. MnuMo
ero AoMa Npoxoaunn BO3BpaLLAOWMeEcs U3 Xpama Noaun.
W Tak cnyymnochk, 4TO BO3ne ero 3abopa BCTPETUIUCH ABa
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apyra U, OCTaHOBMBLUUCL, pa3roBopuincb. CtenaHbiy Ha-
Npsir BECb CBOW CITyX.

— 3popoBo, CaHek! — ckaszan oAuH U3 HUX. — A He-
MHOXXKO npubonen u nNpuwién B XpaM coBceM no3aHo. Pac-
CKaXXu, O YEM ceroaHsa yuTtanu?

— 3Haelwb, MiBaH, yutanu npo 4YenoBeka, KOTOpbIM
obewan bory, 4TO TEM, KOro OH obuaen, oTaacT B YeTbipe
pa3a 6onbLue...

vy

OBUAEJ]... 210 cnoBo WwapaxHyno CrenaHblya Tak, Kak
byaTo ero KTo-To 0byxoMm orpen rno ronose. MenbHUK yxe
bonblue He Cbilwan, 0 YEM NpoAo/HKaIn pasroBapusaTh My-
XXUKU. Tpu cnoBa: Hacracbsl... CTbiAHO... obuaen... — cnu-
JINCb BOEIMHO B €ro MbIC/IAX U rpeMenin, Kak CUMGOHNYECKnA
opkecTtp. MenbHUK euwé pa3 BCNOMHUN: «...0bewan bory,
4YTO TeM, Koro obuaen, oTaacT B YeTbipe pasa bonbule...».
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C 3TuMK cnoBaMu Kak 6yaTo Nyymk CBETa MPOHUK B AyLly
CrenaHbiva. OH noHsn, Yyto obuaen Hacrachblo.

MenbHWUKY CTano Xasb, YTO OH BYEpa TaK MOCTyrnun C
OAVHOKOM CTapyLLKon. HEMHOro nopasmbICNINB, OH Aoraaarn-
CS1, YTO HY)KHO CaenaTb.

CrenaHbly BEpHY/ICS AOMOU U NPOLWENcs MUMO aMba-
pa, NornaabiBasi Ha CBOK aKKYpPaTHO CIOXKEHHYIO MLUEHWULLY.

XBOCTbl MELLKOB BbIrNagenu tak, 6yato n OHW OropYuInCh,
YTO MEeNbHUK He nomor Hacracbe. loxoaus B3aa-Brnepén,
OH BbITSHY/T MeLLOK A0OPOTHOM MLIEHULbI, B3BANUA €ro Ha
NNeyYn U, cnerka KpsikHyB, TONKHYN ABEPb HOMOM.




CrenaHbly Bbilen BO ABOP. MenbHUK LWen u aymarn, He
nepebopLum N1 OH C LeNbiM MELLKOM? «... B YeTbipe pasa», —
bopmoTan oH cebe noa HOC, MeanleHHO OTKPbIBasi KasuTKy.
[ylia ero ckpskHu4ana.

— JXaauHa, — BbIpBanocChb U3 rpyau, U MenbHUK yBe-
PEHHO BbILLEN Ha YNuLLy.

C 3TOro MOMeHTa pagocTb Npubnnsmnach K Hemy.

OkaszaBlInUCb Ha KpblibLe agoma crapyxu, CrenaHbiy
rNyXxo yaapwui CBOUM KyJlakoM B ABEpb, Aa TaK CU/IbHO, YTO
[AaXke LITyKaTypKa rae-to 6psikHyna o 3eMi0. Hacracbs Bbl-
LA U OT HEOXXMAAHHOCTU 3aCTbl/la Ha Mopore.
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OAHUM ABMXXEHUEM PYKU MENbHUK BYXHYn CBOU Me-
LLIOK Ha €€ BeTX0e Kpblfieyko. Mexay HMM 1M OAUHOKOW CTa-
PYXOM pa3ocTnanca cronb nbiiw.

— Own! Tbl YTO?— BCKpPUKHYNA yanBNéHHas Hacracbs.

CrenaHbly, CKOMKaB B pyKe CBOK KErKy, C YyBCTBOM
BMHbI MOCMOTPEsT Ha CTapyLUKy MU CKa3an:

— [lpoctn, obuaen s tebs Byepa. MNMoxagHuyan, He
noZlyMarn, Kakoso Tebe XMBETcs. MNpuUxoan Ko MHE B ApYroi
pa3, A Tebe He OTKaxy, Hacbin Tebe eweé n Myku.

M, KaK KQT, KOTOpbIii pasnni MOMoKo M3 6nopedka,
BUHOBATO y6eraer, j—lTOﬁhl ero He pyranu, Tak u CTenaHbiy,
LIApKHYB CBOIA 3A0POBEHHOI HOroil MO-NEcKy, PasBepHy-
ca v nobpén aow y =7 4
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Hacracbs BcrninakHyna. 310 6bin cné-
3bl PaOCTU O TOM, YTO CTenaHbl4 U3MEHWNCS
N cTan 4yyTtouky aobpee. B aywie oHa 6naro-
napuna bora, yto OH Bpasymun eé€ cocena.

KoHe4HOo, Haw Kpolla BCEero 3Toro He Bu-
[en U He Mor BUAETb, MOTOMY UYTO BCE BpeMsi Npo-
BANS/ICA Ha CBOen nexaHke. [la n Kak emy, yca-
TUKY, pa3obpatbca B Aenax 4yenoseyeckux? Ho
OH CMOr yBUAEeTb Ty pa3sHuuly, KOTopas npouso-
wna mexay CrenaHbliyem B4yepallHum u Crena-
HblYEM CeroAHsIlWHUM. Buyepa oH 6bin yrptombiv U
neYyanbHbIK, @ CeroaHa — KakoW-TO PafloCTHbLIW.
Buepa npuxoAnna Hacracbks ¢ nycroin 6aHkou, ce-
FO.D,HH/F y MeanMKa HET MeLlKa C HUJEHMLIEM
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_ 3EPHBILWKUH CMEKHYI, B YéM TyT aeno. OH

Cpa3y BCMOMHW/T O BYEpaLLUHEM MUCKE rosI0AHO-
0O MbILLOHKA U O CBOEM CTPaHHOM U HebbiBaIOM
HacTpoeHun. [naga Ha CrenaHbiya — cam npe-
obpa3uncs. LLépcTka BCTpeneHynach, rnasa 3a-
rOpennucb, Nankuy cnoxBaTuincb U nobexxanmw.
Kpowla BbikaTu/1 CBOIO TENIEXKY M NoMyancs, Aa
Tak ObICTPO, YTO TONLKO MATKU CBEPKaNW.




by-byx!!!
- Cronb6 nbinn paccesncs, n 6b110 BUAHO, KaK paaocT-
Hbi Kpolla cMoTpen Ha yAUBAEHHOIO rosI0AHOrO MbILLIOHKA.
by-6yx!!! By-byx!!! By-6yx!!!
YeTbipe HebonbMX MeLoYyKa C NLEHUYKOU YXKe CTO-
AN MeXAy XOMSYKOM U TeM CaMbiM IPA3HLIM MbILLOHKOM,
MUMO KOTOPOro 3E€pHbILLKUH MPOLLEN BYepa.
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MbILWKHON paaocTu He 6bi1o KoHua. C 3TUX NOP MbILLIOHOK
[TMK 1 XOMAYOK 3EPHBILLKUH CTanu Hepasny4YyHbiMU ApY3b-
MU, A YTO TaKOe XaAHMYaTb, Hall XOMSK Yy)Ke U 3abbin.
Tenepb y Hero nosHo pabotbl. OH — rNaBHbIN MOMOLHUK

CTenaHbiva no 3aroToBke 3epHa. Beab y HUX eweé cTonb-
KO coceaewn...
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